
Richard Cureton and Tom Heitzman plan to take the companyto the next level, inspired by 
the dedication of Tom and James Whitesell (inset), the familyfirm's father-and-son team. 

Like all good builders, James P. Whitesell 
laid a sturdy foundation for a family 

business that would persevere for 50 years­
and counting. 

Jim started Whitesell Construction Co. 
in 1957 as a construction company that 
built large ly residential properties in 
Burlington County.When his son , Thomas, 
took a management role a few decades later, 
the business was established and ripe for 
the innovative thinking of a new generation. 

Tom changed course, positioning 
Whitesell Construction as a commercial 
builder that owned and managed its facili­
ties with the in-house expertise of archi­
tects , engineers, property managers and , 
eventually, leasing agents. The company 
built and operated its first office park in 
Mount Laurel in 1985 and has never looked 
back. Today, Whitesell owns more than 9 
million square feet of industrial, office and 
retail properties, all of which have been 
designed, built and managed by its in-house 

staff of more than 100 employees. 
"Tom Whitesell turned a successful 

and local construction company into a full­
service real estate development company," 
says Richard Cureton, an architect who 
joined the business in 1984 to run th e in­
house architecture and engineering depart­
ment and recently became the company's 
president. "It's Tom Whitesell 's entrepre­
neurial efforts that expanded the company. 

~~} Whitesell
 
The leadership of Bob Richards, Tom'scom­
patriot for 18 years and president of the 
company until last year, moved the compa­
ny forward. " 

Whitesell Construction is undergoing a 
changing of the guards.WhileTomWhitesell is 
still active in the organization, he has turned 
the operating responsibility over to Cureton 

and TomHeitzman, executivevice president. 
As they strategize about taking the busi­

ness to greater heights, they are squarely 
focused on further development of the Haines 
Center in Burlington and Florence Townships. 
The 900-acre indu strial comp lex geared 
toward the distribution of goods is about 40% 
built out. "We have to evolvewith the times," 
notes Cureton. "In industrial development, 
the move has been toward larger and larger 
distribution centers. For example , we have 
embarked on building a 720,000-square -foot 
distribution facility that is 80 feet tall at its 
highest point , twice as tall as your typical big 
warehouse today." 

While bigger is better in development, 
Cureton stresses that Whitesell Construc­
tion'ssuccess has been most closelyconnect­
ed to its local commitment. Says he: "We 
believe in living in the communities, touch­
ing the communities, helping the nonprofits 
and being involved in the communities in 
which we do business." M 

Milestone: 50 years of building and growing in Southern New Jersey 

MAY 28, 2007 


